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Practice Areas:  
 
Mr. Witzel’s practice focuses on oil and gas and natural 
resources law and litigation.   Many of his oil and gas cases 
are on the forefront of Pennsylvania and West Virginia oil 
and gas law.  He has successfully represented numerous 
businesses, including publicly-traded corporations, and 
individuals in federal and state court and in alternative 
dispute resolution proceedings.  Mr. Witzel has represented 
clients in disputes involving farmout agreements, 

interconnection agreements, leasehold acquisitions, oil and gas leases, oil, gas, and coal 
ownership rights, tax sale deeds, surface/mineral rights, rights of way, and investments in oil 
and gas drilling programs.  Several of Mr. Witzel’s natural resources cases have involved 
claims in the tens of millions of dollars. 
 
Mr. Witzel also frequently counsels clients on matters pertaining to their property interests and 
rights.  He regularly drafts, reviews, and negotiates oil and gas leases, easements, pipeline 
right of way agreements and other documents associated with natural gas operations, 
including those involving the Marcellus Shale and Utica formations.  He regularly speaks on 
oil and gas topics.   
 
Mr. Witzel also represents businesses in other types of litigation matters, such as commercial 
contracts, unfair competition, commercial real estate leases, trade secrets and non-compete 
agreements, employment law, and construction law.  
 
Education and Professional Background: 
 
Mr. Witzel received his law degree from the Dickinson School of Law of the Pennsylvania 
State University in 1998, where he served as an Articles Editor for the Dickinson Law 
Review.  During law school, he authored the comment, “Medtronic, Inc. v. Lohr and the 
Power of Preemption: A Pennsylvania Guide to the Preemption of Common Law Tort Claims 
by the Medical Device Amendment of 1976,” 102 Dickinson Law Review 865 (1998).  He 
earned his Bachelor of Arts degree in English from the University of Utah in 1995.  
   
Immediately after law school, Mr. Witzel served as a law clerk for the Honorable Zoran 
Popovich of the Superior Court of Pennsylvania.  He moved to Pittsburgh and entered private 
practice with the law firm of Schnader Harrison Segal & Lewis LLP in 1999. 
 
 
 



Professional Associations: 
 
W. Edward Sell American Inn of Court, President 
Energy & Mineral Law Foundation, Member 
Pennsylvania Independent Oil and Gas Association (PIOGA), Associate Member 
J. Reuben Clark Law Society, Member 
 
Bar Admissions: 
 
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania 
State of West Virginia 
United States Court of Appeals for the Third Circuit 
United States District Court for the Western District of Pennsylvania 
United States District Court for the Northern District of West Virginia 
United States District Court for the Northern District of Florida 
 


